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Abstract: This paper focuses on the princes étrangers of the Kingdom of France, a group
largely overlooked in Japanese historiography. These foreign princes—primarily sons of
territorial lords of the Holy Roman Empire, held high status and prestige within the
hierarchy of the French grands and played important political and military roles in relations
between the king of France and the House of Habsburg. Focusing on the ducal houses of
Mantua and Lorraine, this paper sheds light on how these families expanded their influence
in France from the 16th century through the Thirty Years’ War and became involved in the
conflict between the French monarchy and the Habsburgs.
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