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Abstract: This paper examines a contradiction in contemporary Japan, where school
absenteeism 1s widespread despite legal provisions requiring parents to ensure nine years of
compulsory education. To relativize this phenomenon, the paper analyzes the legal
framework and practices in a German federal state with a similar compulsory education
mandate. In Germany, not only is school attendance compulsory, but the criteria for
academic assessment, grade promotion, and graduation are clearly defined and strictly
enforced. As a result, unjustified school absence can lead to poor grades, grade repetition,
and even leaving school without a basic education certificate during the compulsory
education phase. From these findings, the paper identifies a critical starting point: the need
to recognize and confront the contradiction inherent in Japan’s education system, where
absenteeism persists despite its formal impossibility under the law.
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