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Abstract: This study conducted a peace awareness survey in middle schools in January and
February of 2025, the 80th year since the end of World War II, to reveal the peace
consciousness of students. Middle school students have continuously formed pacifist
attitudes over the past 28 years. However, the 2025 survey indicated a decreased opposition
to just war theory. The proportion of students who believe that war should not be waged also
declined. Regarding transmission agents for the war experience, the role of traditional media
decreased by half, whereas that of the internet increased. In personal interactions, those
sharing about the war, who used to be those born before the war, are being replaced by those
born after the war. Students are choosing to use new media more often as good ways to pass
on war experiences. In peace education, students will continue to be required to develop the
ability to contribute to the formation of a peaceful society. In addition, mass media and new
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media will be expected to support the students’ willingness to contribute to peace.

Key Words: peace consciousness, 80th year after the war, peacebuilding, war experience,
peace education, pacifism
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