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Abstract: The insistence on a “school-community partnership and collaboration” on which
school management councils are based encourages activities in a community, leaving the
relationship between elementary and junior high schools and the community ambiguous.
Their history indicates that a school is a place where the community builds and creates its
identity. Therefore, the two cannot be considered as partners. If a school gets closed and the
space 1s not suitably repurposed, the community will lose its memory base, leading to its
possible decline. As school closures become increasingly common, particularly in remote and
mountainous areas, it is essential for schools to change in response to the needs of the
community. This is where the publicness of schools, which is not only for children, comes into
question. In other words, the importance of the school for the community rather than that of
the community for the school needs to be discussed and envisioned while the school is in
existence.
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