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Abstract: This paper addresses the paradoxical teacher shortage in Japan, where an “open
system” of teacher education has been adopted and the teacher supply should be adequate.
It also examines similar issues and discussions in Germany, where teacher shortages are a
comparable social problem. In Germany, a close connection exists between various aspects of
teacher production, such as demand, education, certification, and supply. By contrast, Japan
exhibits a generally loose connection among these factors. The concept of “tight-loose
(dense-sparse)” coupling, as suggested by the loose coupling theory, may provide an
explanatory framework for addressing the shortcomings of the traditional “open-closed
system” theory.
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