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Abstract: Continuing my previous research on German thinker Georg Simmel’ s philosophy,
this article seeks to elucidate the “theory of religion” in his Rembrandt: Ein
kunstphilosophischer Versuch, published in 1916. Simmel distinguishes between objective
and subjective religions: objective religions involve the worship of divine beings that exist
beyond individuals. By contrast, subjective religions are those in which individuals find the
source of metaphysical value within themselves. Simmel asserts that Rembrandt lived a life
true to his subjective religion. Therefore, his religious paintings embody this metaphysical
value.
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