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Abstract: Former members of Minami-kikan maintained relationships with the Burmese
Thirty Comrades, particularly Ne Win after the War. It related to the narrative that Minami-
kikan is appreciated by Burmese. However, in reality, neither group was monolithic, and
their relationships were complex. For instance, Sugii Mitsuru and Takahashi Hachiro, who
became Hitachi Overseas employees, developed a close relationship with Comrade Bo Let Ya.
However, due to Ne Win’s intervention, the company was dissolved, and Takahashi
remained in Burma as Ne Win’s guest or friend. Okuda Shigemoto, appointed to the
reparation mission, held an important role due to his political connections. Conversely,
former leader Suzuki Keiji, reuniting with Let Ya and Ne Win, was unable to build a deep
relationship with Burma.
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