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Abstract: The study examines the conflict between the two branches of the Vasa dynasty in
the eastern Baltic Sea as a premise for a comprehensive analysis of the Thirty Years' War. In
the late 16th century, attempts to unite Sweden and Poland-Lithuania failed, leading to a
split in the Vasa dynasty, with each branch ascending to the throne in one of the two
countries. The monarchs sought to restructure their internal governance, while
simultaneously engaging in disputes over succession and territorial claims in the Baltic
region until 1629. This study focuses on these conflicts and the constitutional and territorial
changes in both polities during this era, clarifying their connection to the broader context of
the Thirty Years' War.
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