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Abstract: This study examined third-year students' expectations regarding on-site teaching
practice prior to their practicum at a teacher training university, focusing on the role of
executive functions. To do so, we used a checklist of executive functions, which provides an
index for comparing cognitive individual differences. In the first analysis, a quantitative
approach revealed that the executive functions "efficiency"
effects on predicting teacher efficacy, and "switching" also positively predicted teaching

and "switching" had positive

ability. Interaction effects were observed within executive functions. The second analysis
employed text mining to qualitatively assess students' free descriptions of their practical
training expectations, considering their executive function profiles. It was found that
students with high executive function levels highlighted their strengths and cautious
approach, whereas those with lower levels were cautious about their weaknesses, viewing
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them as potential strengths. These third-year students provided more detailed expectations
about their on-site teaching practice compared with second-year students in the preparatory
phase. Based on our results, we discuss the influence of cognitive functions and the need for
educational support tailored to individual differences in teacher training programs at the
university level.

Key Words: teacher training, executive functions, on-site teaching practice, teacher efficacy,
teaching ability
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