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Abstract: Although forced sterilization of humans is widely recognized as a violation of
basic rights and ethics, the ethical implications of sterilizing and neutering dogs and cats
have often been overlooked. These practices are commonly promoted as part of animal
population control policies, and even books on dog and cat breeding recommend them.
However, in the current discourse on animal ethics, the topic of sterilization and neutering
has been accepted without sufficient critical examination. Notably, parallels can be drawn
between the rationale supporting these procedures and the historical promotion of forced
sterilization under the Eugenic Protection Law. To ensure a comprehensive understanding of
this issue, it is imperative to critically question the ethical validity of sterilization and
neutering practices for dogs and cats. This paper delves into the ethical dimensions of these
procedures and underscores the need for a balanced consideration of the matter.
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