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Abstract: This study clarifies the relationship between the problems of the ‘shape of the
state’ in the early modern period, and the Thirty Years' War. As recent research has
emphasized, the early modern state was not a homogenous, monolithic polity but rather a
patchwork of diverse local polities maintaining their own laws and customs. The period
known as the Danish War of 1625-29 is a good example in understanding these
characteristics of early modern states. I reconsider the background of the Danish King
Christian IV's intervention in the Thirty Years' War, the course of this decision, and its
consequences, from the viewpoint of ‘the shape of the state.” I also clarify the connection
between the Danish royal family and the Holy Roman Empire, and the complexities of each
political system in relation to the specific situation of war.
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