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Abstract: This study examined the content and methods necessary for inquiry-based
learning by analyzing two examples of high school Japanese language arts literature inquiry
practices, one at the achievement level and the other in inquiry training. The analysis of the
achievement-level practices examined the development of imagination in response to
"unpredictable times" and the contemporary perspectives behind the practices, whereas the
analysis of inquiry training practices examined rationality and the quality of outcomes. The
results showed that the quality of the practices was of a high level, and that the conditions
and elements for establishing the practices were clearly defined.
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