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Abstract: This study examined how nursery teachers can create physical environment
based on their understanding of each individual child’s needs. For this purpose, action
research was conducted in the classroom for 3-year-olds at a nursery school through
collaboration with the teachers. We chose a child for whom the classroom teacher felt that
some pedagogical action was required. The target child tended to remain a bystander in the
design-and-make zone of the classroom instead of making something herself. To create an
environment that would help the target child come up with ideas to create things and
express herself, we formulated a hypothesis and changed the classroom environment
accordingly. The results demonstrated it is important to create an environment of “calm”
that creates the opportunity for the child to “encounter objects” around her and “come up
with ideas and images” from them. They further demonstrated that the physical
environment of a classroom must be designed with consideration for children, who when
designing and creating something, need inspiration from the objects and images surrounding
them. The collaborative research contributed toward creating awareness among nursery
teachers about the physical environment and how it should be created.

Key Words: visual art, classroom, composition of physical environment, clay, action
research
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