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Abstract: Japan’s Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT)
published its latest policy, entitled the New Course of Study, in March 2017. The New Course
of Study for English Education was enforced in elementary schools in 2020. According to this
plan, English language classes should begin in the third grade. The goal of these classes is to
nurture the foundation of students’ communication skills through a foreign language. For
students in the upper elementary grades, English language classes are a regular subject that
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aim to develop their English language skills, including reading and writing. In 2020,
temporary school closures prompted discussions on restructuring the curriculum to meet the
MEXT guidelines while preventing the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic. We discussed
reforming teaching content and style to ensure continuity in children’s learning amid the
pandemic. This study provides an overview of the current situation of English education
during the coronavirus crisis and provides examples of curricula focused on integrating
learning activities that elementary schools need. Finally, we propose a framework for new
ways of learning English at the elementary school level. We report on the practices of pair
and group activities at one elementary school, which are aligned with Covid-19 guidelines,
and propose suggestions for mitigating the problems brought on by the coronavirus crisis.

Key Words: English education at elementary schools, new ways of learning, learning
activities, curricula
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