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Abstract: This paper aims to provide an in-depth discussion of the rice situation of Lower Burma during the Japanese
occupation based on a detailed analysis of Pyapon and Sittwe Districts. Previous studies have mainly focused on the lack of
rice supply in Middle Burma or Shan States and intensive impressment in thinly populated regions. In contrast, this paper
indicates that the supply of rice to impoverished people and day laborers was disrupted in 1944 by utilizing administrative
documents of Pyapon and Sittwe Districts located in Lower Burma. Lower Burma had been regarded as free of rice shortage
because excessive rice had been supplied. However, the shortage of rice was caused by such a mechanism.
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