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Abstract: Chiri-Sogo (Comprehensive Geography) will become a compulsory subject in Japanese senior high schools
from 2022. In light of this major change in the educational environment, there is an urgent requirement to improve the
teaching quality of geography and social studies at the junior high level to prepare students for senior high school. The
results of this study were obtained using a questionnaire survey given to students from four universities — Ritsumeikan
University, Kansai University, Kyoto Bunkyo University, and Kyoto University of Education. The purpose of the study was
two-fold: (1) to find out what difficulties students experienced in geography and social studies at the junior high school
level, and (2) to propose solutions for improving teaching in geography and social studies at junior high school level. Three
areas of learning difficulty were pinpointed by the study: (1) investigation of the local area using topographic map reading,
(2) regional analysis using statistics and graphs, and (3) the association of natural environments such as geomorphology or
climatology with various industries such as agriculture. The results of the survey indicated that junior high school students
were mostly taught to memorize facts and did not learn through activities, and consideration needs to be given to improving

teaching methods to address the three areas of learning difficulty.
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