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Abstract: This paper examines how curriculum content could be taught according to HIGUCHI Kanjiro’ s Integrative New
Teaching Method (1899). This book has been highly valued for its pioneering integrative method that created active learning
in the modern period of Japan, although it has also been criticized for its conformism. In order to discern HIGUCHI s logic,
this paper explores the characteristics of his theory of integration in terms of its relation to curriculum structures of his time
in the Meiji Era (late nineteenth century). In fact, his integrative teaching method was based on the creation of emotional
unity between the teacher and the children in their classroom. Then his theory of integration was limited in that each teacher
correlated existing teaching materials in his or her classes and did not restructure the given school curriculum content and

the national curriculum.
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