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Abstruct: This paper examines the early history of the commander of the Japanese Burma Area Army, General Kawabe
Masakazu, who tried to make a policy of concessions to “independent” Burma. From the start, Kawabe was not interested in
a political stratagem for Asia, and he was also against the expansion of the Second Sino-Japanese War. Kawabe's world view
was different from that of the Dai Asia Kyokai, and he was not a proponent of the formation of the Asian Federation. “The
new policy” agreed at the end of 1942 was acceptable to Kawabe who harbored similar ideas. Kawabe represented the

mainstream inside the army; therefore, his ideas and actions were by no means unusual.
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