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Abstract: This study (together with another article which will be published in The Journal of Ritsumeikan Geographical
Society, vol. 30, 2018) investigates the vicissitudes and background of tourism in Kasagi Town in southern Kyoto through
focusing on the period of its decline. Tourism in Kasagi gradually began to decline at the end of the rapid economic growth
period that had resulted from motorization. There were some changes in people’s idea of tourism; from “watching
something” it had changed to “doing anything,” or it had become more activity-centered. In addition, the transportation
system of JNR (Japanese National Railways) and JR West had switched to an inconvenient timetable, which prevented
people from big cities to come directly to Kasagi. In response to these issues, the author proposes a policy of concrete
measures to improve the situation: (1) Improvement in accessibility for cars to Kasagi Temple, (2) Encouraging economical
steps (e.g., a blog contest) to publicize popular local attractions, (3) Encouraging young households to migrate to Kasagi

by presenting it as an area with a suitable environment for education.

Key Words: holiday excursion, motorization, Japanese National Railways, West Japan Railway Company, regional
development, Kasagi Town
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