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Deciphering Deleuze’s Cinema using Kracauer’s Film Theory as the key (1)
— The film theory that has as its core a particular film experience —
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Abstract: In continuation of my past study on Kracauer’s thought, this article focuses on the surprising similarities
between the film theory of Siegfried Kracauer and the film philosophy of the French philosopher Gilles Deleuze. First, I deal
with Rudolf Arnheim’s review of Kracauer’s Theory of Film, “Melancholy Unshaped,” and Jacques Ranciére’s review of
Deleuze’s Cinema, “From One Image to Another?,” to demonstrate that Arnheim elucidates Kracauer’ s theory almost in the
same way as Ranciére does Deleuze’s theory. Establishing this relation between the two theories will serve as a basis for
comparing Kracauer with Deleuze. Further, I decipher Deleuze’s Cinema I the movement-image and Cinema 2 the time-

image using Kracauer’s film theory as the key.
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