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Abstract: This article investigates the various aspects of the battle on Okinawa’s Tsuken Island in April 1945. The
preceding publications report that the Japanese military repeatedly warded off attacks by American forces that outnumbered
them tenfold. This article compares publications and reports on the Japanese side with those on the American side, to
elucidate what really happened in the battle. In that process, the situations and casualties of the islanders and the forced
deaths of seriously injured soldiers are investigated. The defection of the boei-tai and its conflict with the Japanese military

is also examined in an attempt to understand the battle of the island from multilateral perspectives.
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