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Letters as a Dramatic Device in Early Modern English Theatre
Introduction :When Did “Letters” Appear in English Drama?

Kojin OTA
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Abstract: This is the introduction to an extensive study of the dramatic use of letters in extant English plays written from the
10th to the 16th century, with an emphasis on early modern drama. The purpose of this essay is to analyse all the examples of
the word “letter” in English drama up to the 15th century.

In Medieval plays, the word “letter” first meant mystical “characters” illustrating miracles or the power of God, and later
“public documents” such as precepts or notifications. No instance of “letter” is, however, found in pre-Tudor drama, if we
define “letter” as “a document conveying some information which the sender personally communicates to a specified person or
people in a remote place.” It is natural that no “letter” be mentioned in cycle plays, since they were acted and seen by mostly
illiterate people. The allegorical dramaturgy of morality plays preferred a simple scenario, and never required such a
complicated situation in which letters would have been used as a dramatic device.

It was not until Fulgens and Lucrece was written in 1497 that a letter as a form of communication was introduced into
English drama. In this play, a man of intellect, with knowledge of Renaissance humanity and classical theatre, first used a letter

in English drama to create a complex dramatic situation. After this, letters were increasingly used in English plays.

Key Words: letter, cycle plays, morality plays, interludes, English Medieval drama, Early Modern English drama
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16 4FA, 2000 429 HFHTD v =g 7 AETIZBT 2B FIEE LTOFMK (1) —Z2O3FR -
B RRE — ) (TRHEBE R A, A1) 97:95-105) T, v =A 7 AT LARIOF 2 — 4 —
EEBIO T, T[T DEDLIITHVWLRTWEnEiwm Lz, 20K, [Fa—%—8EETF
a2 HD THW=DIE, % 5 < Nicholas Udall, Ralph Roister Doister (1552) 72491 (p. 101) &\
IRHERIODITZ Lz, 72N 20BN, FREFHBIFIEE L TR TN D, 727
ENLLRTOE G Z AT ~AUE, FREPEH SN T LTINS RO 5b, 2 — RARIFa—
2 — B CFRAEMD THWZ) LW DX, GNIERY Th b, £, BRE [Fa—4—5)

WCIRETHZ &b, FEEBEBNCRT 2 FHROMHEZRERIITHET 2I2Hc> T, FIlCER®H 5
LIV RNEA D,

FEFEENC TR B THDLNIZDOIEIN27200 2 ZOBWICE 25 YL ThRbE, ok
ORBIHREIZ R DT b D ITHR W, PG BIE% I AEZ B LT, EmEair i,
BRI TFEE LTOFRPFEREEBICEIHR LI AT EDLZENTE S, AR OELZFE
TV L EEYHLEREB O FRICONT S, AERMALEENHEOLNDLTEAH, LhrLnolznd
IThE, ZOERMICEZONDTES DD,

2. Hi&

FRAGEIZHEM TH D, FROBIE D 2 BIEIZ, BUFET DB 23~ kv, BEIIEED
ﬁ%&%mv%éOQW%ﬁ,%%,ﬁﬂﬁg@gx%ﬁ_owfm,Mmdmm@mdmmhq
English Drama, 975-1700. 3rd edition revised by Sylvia Stoler Wagonheim. London : Routledge, 1989. (L1#%,
Annals’) 29V, RERBIVTHERORP TRUEEGET D Z L1 Uiz, WRARIEEICRDR, R
BN BURIRAR (modern edition) 23 &> 2 Hitt 5] & HIHATAENE, 121X 3= TAS ProQuest #L3E = D7 —
A ~_— Z Literature Online TF Y X UL ENTEY, ara—F ARMELNTWAIER H S, +
LT HEESH Y BT <FH LT “letter(s) 7, “paper(s)” DFEEMRTK L2, MIZtH TR/ BT
< DEFTMRVINEZELD 22036, FARRIEH TS DAz L7,

[FHR) DAL TWLEFTNICOWTIE, BURRA L UIRAZ S L CEME M L., 72720
ZOFimTH OO FHEO X 9 IZFRT 70D manuscript (BAfR, MS) LRz, Rte/e 5
TN 2R BRI DAL - 72356, FOHIZBRIRA D 72 < FIHIRAR D 2 G726 6 5 D, IR
1% English Short Title Catalogue (ESTC) & U 2 L CV>% Early English Books Online (EEBO) D {Z7>,
Tudor Facsimile Texts (TFT), & UF British Library (BL) 2373 2MRAZ % L, BARIRAIL Malone
Society Reprints (MSR), {EFDOEANEESLY ¥ L ILBIT Y nYo—, B—OBIORETARL L, i
IZHRE S T fiia Az,

Z O T, EEFEE ORI S 15 iR E TORMERRE, 10 HOMA L SR, Table 1
[ZF L iz, AN No. IZHABIOME LE S, KD 5 >OM, DATE (AIER:H), LIMITS (BIVER:
D ERRE TR), TYPE (FiB]), AUTHOR (fE#) IE, Annals’ \ZHEPLL TW 5%, 72721, FED 4th
edition (revised by Sylvia Stoler Wagonheim. London : Routledge, 2013), fiil% @B OBKA, FIITH D
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Martin Wiggins ed. British Drama: 1533-1642. 10 volumes. Oxford U. P., 2012-. %% &M L, JA< i@ LT
WAHRIOFRBR L, LEREREME LT,

TITLE (&) MIZ, [Craig (Modern ed.)], [TFT], [MSR] 72 £ & 5 D1, TEXT M THIH L=k
KPOLTWD, Thbb, £ ZI Craig s ® BLA KA, Tudor Facsimile Texts, Malone Society
Reprints 67 7 A b &SI L7 Z L2 EWT 5,

LINE (Mod. ed.) (BURAIARIZ X 2178 ER) OMIcix, ZOBIOBRRAT [FHK) 2 B%T 2
letter (s), paper (s) 72 E DFENHTWAITE, ZTOEHEZRT OIfE > 2 BURIRAOES (WE) 4%
L L72e HWEBURARIC L - T, &) 547, £3BIEHEA A L T2 total line number (TLN),
HDOWIEZEDOE TN SN TWD, 72721, Table 1 IZZE T 72/ESLD 5 B, 1497 # D Fulgens and
Lucrece \ZI3IE IR S AL FIIUA DY 8 % O T, WIHIRA P English Short Title Catalogue (ESTC) @
Fi5 L 1ER D Short Title Catalogue (STC) D&+, £ L Tt T 5 X— T DHrit s (signature) b [FIHH
IZREA L7,

¥, Hif D 16 AL LRI OWTIX, KA DBNCHIMIALR 5 DT, STC Ol (ESTC & STC
DWW DOFFE2FLT) L&, SIG DMl (%Y ~2— Y DOHit 5 signature Z727), & 512 WIGGINS D
(Wiggins, British Drama DVEGLF 52 F0T) Z@IT 5 TEICLTVD,
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TEXT (A3X) 121, “letter(s)” “paper(s)” % 5 < T2 @E T O AL % old spellings THIH L7, RD
CATEGORY #ilCl%, FMOMEE « A S L7z (o2 LR+ 5 X512, ZoFim ik [FHKY
72T, ERLSD “letter(s)” “paper(s)” HHIIIITER > THFHL TW5D), H%D MODERN
EDITIONS CONSULTED / REFERENCES Ol i%, 51 « ZH LB RIRASLZ B EH % 2610 C,
TEXT il CHIH L72hRA, LINE Ml CITHRETRFICHWIZRANEE (W) 400/ ETEH L9
Iz L7z,

FEZBDDITHTZ>T, W OPDORHREZRITOIMLEN DTz, £7, ML 328 0OHHE%,
Annals’ \[CFEH SN TWD, T4 XU RAFEBTHREICL > TEIN, BFELTODE ) IZR-72, 7=
72U, BL O&EMER EEBO %, EHEN/HMNTE2H002 Y V—A&M->ThH, KUNAFTE
RNHDOEFRT R Lic, AXPAFTERVENZIE, RES DT TUTDO ZSOHERH T,
() MSRWTH LR ENTEDLT, AXZERLLIEMAL 7 77 IV b 2205GE, (2) AXHH
795 & LTHITERRIE CE R T2586,

(1) ®MS LW L7 WBIDZ <, 15 HRELIETO Z <EVEIRCT 7 2 oW Th 5, —iKIC
R FEWZEE, 2L CHES THREDNEMTH 13 LE, BlFR CHFEAEbIL - TREtE IRV & HEET
5, £, Q) ITHTITFE HHI1E, K2 procession, pageant, reception, entertainment, disguising,
mask 72 & show FZR BEENEWD ¥ VIR T D, Hall’s Chronicle (1809) 72 I L OBEZEIXH 5 73,
BA () PHEELTCHWLEINEI DARHOEELZ N (ZOY v VOB TH->TH, Ben Jonson,
Francis Beaumont, Thomas Middleton ® mask 72 &, K LB AT TZ 2L DML, b H AR E LT2),
I, NES EEERNOEZ T, 26DV Y LT Tt BSRHESND Z 813% 9% <1370
2ThHAI, LizdoT, (1) 2) OHEERNTD, M @ VIEE CRIEFRENCH T 5 T4
BT 57— R—RAEMETEOTIE RV, ERIEEZ TN D,

[RERIC Ko TENBh ) CRET 22 & T, ®WFEUOETE (FL LTI T UEE) TEMML
T8 < ORI EREDTET Z &l ote (XKUY U7 » vm—<i@Be EORFE~DOFNZE - BRI LT
W2 MRFOHFRAIZ L > TEMNT T 7 L RBERIN EEHBIORBICKEREELB T LD
EEREBEZDL, TTUBBIAENT LI ELLRWVDR, T A RNDOATF, TT UEOMG,
REORBESEEZ 2D L, MOIDE 2RI -oT2,

B ) — DR LT IE R B 72 VAR, T2 b o T [FH EERT D, LW OME LWTE
T b, “letter”, “paper” L WS FRICEH LTHAET L ERDE, ETENLOENMULOEK (72L&
ZE T30 TR R THE) T30EF ) TEbh VWb r— 2% BT ¢, Jatxtfs bot s nid
SRANAN

“letter” DFEFE%, Oxford English Dictionary, 2nd edition (OED’) 1%, “I. An alphabetical character”, “II.
Something written” @ —DIZ KB L T\ 5, iEimD7=0, BMRT 20 2@l L TORTELLFD X
2T D,

I. An alphabetical character

II. Something written.

T 3. a. sing. Anything written; an inscription, document, text; a written warrant or authority.
b. pl. Writing, written records. Obs.

4. a. A missive communication in writing, addressed to a person or body of persons; an epistle. Also, in
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extended use, applied to certain formal documents issued by persons in authority.
b. pl. with sing. meaning, after L. /itterce. Chiefly in the formal or legal sense, as in letters dimissory,
letters patent, letters rogatory, etc., for which see the adjs. ...
5. The precise terms of a statement; the signification that lies on the surface.

6. Literature in general; hence, acquaintance with it, learning, study, erudition.

INEBEIL, EELERO LI BREERT T, (2B IRoT,
(1) character (3C5°)
(2) written text (FErhi, &)
(3) missive communication (&)
(4) public document (ASCE, Aif, FEHE)
(5) learning ([, Ei#k)

ZOmXTIE, 3) O TF:fk) &2 EHAR (ZOHBITW2RW) FFEDOZIA (I2hb) IZ/ZWL T,
MOEPOFREEANNBETDDELEmM LERL, AEZEDDLZ LIZT D,

EC, OED’ DEFRT [TH) (THT2 D DI 4.2 1273, %m&# T TER, BRLEMEE LT,
W1 % b OE DA T HAMGEICHH WD IR RBAL TV %, missive communication (Ffk) &
public document (AHE, i, FEE) OXBINVEFETITZENIZEARICR STV RWnWZ &%, =
DZEFEILSEDLLTWS, ZOMMITHWRHRIZIIEHIZHETH -7, [V 7 AETIZET

LEIBFELE LTOFR (D) o5, NEFRHTEAELLEHEMLT, EFXFLFHREFRT
RN OZBHETIZ, MENnbOELS S VIZLEE LTHRZLIMBMANEI -7, BFT D
Commonplace books, Miscellanies 72 & & FEIZAL 5 filF7I121%, FAME, B URAIGE, HIGE, #HRE,
EXOF, AEOTEXIRIEDPHZIB LN TEY, S EERSEIN TP EE2Y
EoTND Y,

AR, BITHWBALD letter IZOWTH, HIMrZ 2k 5 FHIRH TS D, FREDZIAIZEA 2N
ERNXIRZ D TFMHR DDy, ZEONCBNLRNREILEZD [AE] 2 it Z2oH
DRUTIERTE D01 TIERv, RLZ & “paper” ICbHTIEE D, TR OB AHNIIXAI L
A, TR & TS0, EiE] LoHBTEE AT S,

HamIZ, ZOFmTHON O PHENZITEH, bolED [3F] OED letter (X720 23 8Lbih,
1S HACRIZR > TL O [FH) PNREFEEICHBT 5, ZORPITIIARIRRONIZEIR T 7
VEEEIIN 2L, TXXF) OBEEZ S DT RTO “letter” OABIZEDHTEH, RBonzkicLries
B, 2T, ZOFmTIERTNTOfZ 5 2 &ic Lz, EEEEICRT S [F/k otz
BRETDHIIHTE-T, FEbLWr—2%278 [FH kﬁ@éiﬁﬁ‘Okﬁ‘ B2 M L TR
O THD, WhaLBRICHEGE T2 16 I LIEOBNZ DWW T, IEIE TR O flo A% > DT,
ZORIDY 4 —LT v T L) ZEIZRDH D,
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3. EH0RELD R

14 c. Chester Plays: X1. “Purification; Christ and the Doctors -- The Blacksmiths”

WRHSA 7 NVBIO—D [F=AZ—FI] © T11FE HDOOMN : ¥ U A b EEFE—BGEM
AOB 21X, “letters” 284 BIROMND N, WYL [30F) (character) DERTH D, BED )
DEHEZA YV VYOFEI, T4k (Avirgin) BHFHTH D, &HDHI LIV AT NTEMKE L NVIZE,
ZTNEMHLT I#&X %) (Agood woman) & EXUHDH, TOWELZMBOKEO FIgEL &, K
B (AT BITIFRARNT T Blbn T, BELHE, AL, BORELHWNT, &~
AT ATEES D,

1-1 bbb L, ZHTnotnES Lz TLrINn, 41,
SNIoExFNWbo [= FEBEik)] NEY,
Z ZITHIR LS ARNILFET
[at) EFENTH D,

VAL UNHY, FLEfeES&DLE, HEEDOELT 7 (Amna) (3 HHISRARER 2 LT

3, BECRINTWD I LIEFEER] LT, TRUCT AT T IERD,

1-2 FIIZEDERY,

Db O —ERTHELD
FDILFRE HE D> TND
(EENGREEZIRY HT D)
bbb, =fi—EOmEL,
EZLAIEHRBRIENBZAONAZ L &,
LWVO DL, EIITEEDILFNR
PO TEHEZ DT bIINDLTY,
BB ELBEL TWobUW I,
Z L TRADOENZ S DITHINTWET,
ZIE T#& ) L LcEINEZOTLE,
DVWEIE ERLO HE R T,
Ls Z 20 6FIFA LbE R o720l
HOENLFEREDT2DTT,

14 c. Coventry Plays: “The Weavers' Pageant”

MOYA 27 VE Tav=y M) =BT OoFo—F TwEERGOR ), ZOBILIL 1-176 23, —
fi¥\Z “The Prophets” (ITHEH (DOITHE) 1) LIFEND, HMEFEOHSELZLNFX U A M ORHEL
HET2HmICR>TnD, ZOHT, HEE I BNREG xxiv. 17 DY a 7ICESD LRk & 51\ T
WBRDTZD7MIT, “letter” 231 HIHTL %,

1-3 7 [=745 Balaam] I Y2706 —2DEN ED HEH D] LS5 -7,
ZIFESICZOE [=4x=X] »
BxDHWE~BHELIZRD Z L2 EKRL,

WDOEZEEZ DN DHDIE
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ELTHEPT XTOMAEF T 5,
“the letter folloying [=the letter following]” (% [E. % IZ %t < 7 7 > & O 3L “Et ipse dominabitur omni
generacione.” ZHHNTHE L TE Y, written text DE & 5,

14 c. Wakefield Plays: “Una pagina pastorum (Prima)” [First Shepherd’s Play]

PA 7 NVENCIFIEE L T TEFRVOB] EMHIN2ER N H 5, TRl T3 ADEFND KD 5 R
WEOKHZE T O T, XY LALDOHET N, 2T 7@ L4 = 2% F LT
DT D (BEICH DGR TIIR L, RGO EC L5 = 2 FIE B2 G tHEES N D),
=y —DU=A7T7 4=V RTLEEShizcLanD [#v V=8l (V=412 71—1VFED]
(ZiE, ZaE0 o TEEWOB Mo b TR, £ 1613 “letter” 23T %,

[B—DFFVOE) OFIH, XYL OFRE T, BolX b o 7o FE W 1A EMFH O OEFD
L SREEDOHERE L ORZRERLZENTWD &, FEFWINBESGT 5, BILOEZENTZOH D ITh-o
TWDERW LI, VI EEREREHEZ Y T 5, EFEVITNE I,

1-4 FEW I BWv, 2 LIEGFEZTE [H 9D LIESHICEERVON],
B, An—_—=2Z [=FMN 1] BT DHE,
(B H D) KE/NEBDIZS 1D,
“a letter of youre grace” @ “a letter of” 1% “a small part; a little” DET?, &KL LT “give a little good
will” LfigE 5 Y, (D LIEEZEX2 5], 20 69V UERLERCLA] LVIHIELEDEKTS
59,

14 c¢. Wakefield Plays: “Alla eorundem (Secunda)” [Second Shepherd's Play]|

T2 V=B (V=A277 4=V FED] Ob 5 —oDOEENE], [ _OFEFHEOOE &FEHT
FEWINRG L, HEPES> TV LRLTEOL I RFRLEHDSD N EHT L,

1-5 FHEW] 22 [=HEOFRRE] OF 5 2Ll L -FHELLLARY,
—FTE o TR,

AIOHEH bSO T, [0 ) =Bl (Vg7 70— RED] ©261%, “letter” 231 7 14 A 2
HIZAE DT, (D L) OFEKRIZR>TWVD, AT T—XFE>TEL LRV Lol kb,
HDLBELLARY) ZERT D NSNS,

14 c¢. Wakefield Plays: “Magnus Herodes” [Herod the Great]|
T V—gl (vt 27 4= REN] OMO—F, T~aFE] L0, 24vYo~as
FE DM (Messenger) T % Nuncius 28, EDOREEEHEZ 2 Fx & LI LEEEST-H L, EITHED
N %,
1-6 ik, BRERDERR ! TEIEI N,

INHLOMEERALIZE ZATIINET,

TELHRTDOZEH W LELL,
SIAERD 20T &2 23U, “letter” 12 T &) OFBICHLE X220, BIFENLHOIXE D TRV &N
B HMZAR D, e85 1 AZ T, Nuncius [ZRE (EEICBOTIIEE) IC/-WLT, 2%
%95, “Take tenderly intent / What sondys ar sent, / Els harmes shall ye hent, / And lothes you to lap.” (1.
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6-9) (HEIZEELZL > T D, /S EARMENELNTEEnE, /3IbRne, GO, |
B2z 2T 2 &7 5 %,) 412 Nuncius 28 EIZTe ) TRED SIS D “letters” 1%, Z @ “sondys”
(=messages), O F VD [fith] O ELEEEZDLONARTHA D, £ 5 M LT, AHNL public
document (i) T3 T D,

15 c. The Castle of Perseverance

Bifr4 2 9 [E ety OS] (Morality play), [FEEOH] O72C, B AW T2 (Detraccio
[=Backbiter]) 23 ARl ZIRELS 5B TEFED,

-7 BEA WETHo TURBITHED LR bLRICLTRLE,
ZOFDIRPIANTH D
G SCE & - T,

51 A L 72z ik A, David N. Klausner ed. The Castle of Perseverance. Kalamazoo, MI: Medieval Institute
Publication, Western Michigan University, 2010. 1%, SIHER3 O&AET (1 672) IZRD K 9 72l iEE DT
TUW %, “Backbiter is carrying a letter box or dispatch box containing the lies he spreads about other people.”
ZZTOD “letter box” [FIH ] LIIMEA S ANDHNWETRD &Y Sz TFM) 2, b L [z
Al BENCAFLTHAELTND LWV I RBERIRNEDR, 5 Lzl L~DFKkidin, ERET
“dispatch box” (ASCEEEF) L WVWIHELIFHLTEY, Z0 “letters” % [(4A) XFE ] (public
document) LH#EX TWAHLIITHEZ D, 29525 E, ZO “letter box” 1%, = ITHL- 7@ A2 F
Mz AN TREBLFHEVD L0IE, TFEERER] OXIIHALZ2OBESIDLNEIITEZ S, #iHE
D T~aFE] O it L3R5 50, PHEESIAR 130EF] 22ET22L0 MBo) OB
Thy, EHADREDOZWMACIZNLT, Mo1DFREEANMICEET 270 %LER] & F
IERTO TFM 12, RiFTVdblbhntEbhnd,

15 c. The Burial and Resurrection of Christ (Christ's Burial and Resurrection)

[V A Mo#ZEEEE] 1L, &y 7 27— FRFHR N L —XE (Bodleian Library) Pk O
Digby BAIZFTUL O #ALE (liturgical drama) T D, BIHIC/R 57X VXA N &5 & LD~ X T D~
U7 (Mary Magdalen) OV 512, [30F] OFEBEO “letters” NH TV 5,

1-8 IR EEY, aET, InEATLEEN
A2 OMICFRZORITITEDPNLTND Z &
HOZIWEREIFIZEAEDY ETHA,

WDIZdoh ol [F=A2—F] T11F FEDOOMKK] LFER, MOBEELZH OO TN R IAE
LLT X5 RERINTND,

15 ¢. Ludus Coventriae: “Mary in the Temple”

Z D% A 7 VENTE, Robert Cotton 7% 1629 2 EAZ ANTF L7ZES, 2RFD &3 Richard James 7% “vulgo
dicitur hic liber Ludus Conventriae” (Z DRI —fRIZa T = b —DFIEEbnb) LERKDRIKL
258 U722 & C, Ludus Conventriae E RSN T &7, I av =y M) —HEFFEOD S FEILER <,
LAV —rEDRED Y NHEE XD, “Proclamation” D& stanza (Block, 11. 525-528) 12, “A
Sunday next yf pat we may / At vj of pe belle we gynne oure play / In N. towav . ..” (LA LIFIUXESEDH
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e/ 6D L & HIZHA DB ZMD L /N 2D T) Lbdied, avz=y ) —HThESN
TU /= Coventry plays & X5 LT, #&ITiE N-town play (s) & FEEIL TV D, N« X 7 (3 E DR Tl
72<, (nomen £7-1% name ##%7) NIT, LEHTLHHTOLZ AN TSI EZEKLTWVD
N - 20 BNE, hovA 7 VBN, B~ 7 OAEEZHIWZ—HEOBIN A>T D, £
D—2 D~V 7| T, MR ZmO~ Y 7 2L E L THERICHRITC, vbEd, 725&,
T ZAKENBN T Y 7T OAICEENTWD 305 (letterys) Rz 5,
1-9 Xf&E

~ U7, HRIEDOHITILS DOXLFRH D,

M. o & bEERS Z LTRMROLEH O L (Maid) .
T HNINDIRE o To N B S AL LA (Averter)
AU R T LA < BT %% E (Regina).
AT ADHNTH T, Wh7RHHETOITHESET (Innocent) .
ST (Bl 7o 2%, kb EIERHE#ES (Advocate) .
fl%i@%f(%%@%%?ﬁofﬂfl<
HIRTZDBR DML — = V7T BFEHIND & &,

I

15 ¢. Ludus Coventriae: “Christ and the Doctors”
oA 7 VBN BT 2R TH D (%Y 2 b EHIEEE] T, BEZEDD XU X LD
BN D02, lettyr [=letter] 23 [30F) OFERTHWLATWVD
1-10 #ExZH 1]

BEZXAOBHEICO LMY LI &2 C 5,
i?%%mﬁ:&ﬂﬁw%f%ﬂ WNIZ LT,
INEERmEBHLERATEEIZED L) DI,
M HEEF TS u‘:ﬁﬂ% 2o,

15 ¢. Ludus Coventriae: “Doomsday”

A7 NVEIEREDL < D, [R#%D%H] (Doomsday; The Last Judgement) Tl [~ ¥ A1) 25
HEORORICEESE  HRICE L 2N L 2 BRI DR HLZIT T0D, ZBELT X 5T (2
TTIEA TR L) [ZlnL, EREINEZ D,

1-1 EREI
BAETE L 200, VR, ROLITIFVDENE LA EZZITSHE TR D,
Z LT, BRHW2 L DRI A DT TR D,
RIZLA, TIRXEFESBRLFETENTHDLOT,
ROLDTRXTOREPHNE S FIZ,

D L2380 %E1C1%, TRy T35 “letteris blake” TARIOENTEEINTWD, ¢EZH

NTWi, N 2T BIO “letter” ORBNE, WThb 307 2BKT 25D THoT,

15 c¢. The Conversion of St. Paul (A Digby ‘Mystery’)
MY rodeR] b, RV Ay 7 A7 3 — FRFR R —EE Digbhy BARICIND b THD,
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Annals’ ZHFBEIE LTWDR, A o2 —— RicbpEEns ¥, 34 662 F0HIT “letters “73 2
s ENTWND,

Bl L7280 a (Paul) 1%, JED4 % Saul (77 a4 Saulus) & F\V, U A M#HOHHE
FLLThmholz, B, Nvnr (Y )T YHKEF DI A 7 7 (Caipha) & 7 F (Anna)
2, X~YANATOX YR NEFEEHELT AT HEHEEZ T T E2RD D,

1-12 (DR E THLNA T 7 T T DEZAIL, urn-TL B5)
BEITHLHV FETLEOONDLFEER T 4,
BOANOERFEE SRS ZFHAT, BEW L TRICANZNOTT,
%ﬁtﬁk®%%@ﬁ%éiﬁkiﬁ%,

W HEELEHET H7-DIT,
nbft_u%%of%amﬁﬁ%mzoi & DB A L C
%9_k&<£%%ﬂxé%k%%

RN 5F &b A HIET D729

TR, Nur (on) [ TEATHE “letters” & AF9T 5,

1-13 HEooEREI YT, ZITHD)

HOIR ZHOLTIOMREFIILENDIE

BIAOTEEIC LN TEITICE L
BThbhkThbh—EnNEFfITENET—

TEBICHLEOX, hoHITBWTERR LIZ,

EATHEWZLET !

(M F=blicten>T] EHEICONTIV, BERIELEL, ETFb,
WEH v AT A, BEITZOLRONWTRONDLNEY DHES T,

“Thys precept” [Z DR Loxom (Fonr) BIEATHNDEEBD, 20 “letters” 1£F U A M
FEWEZHFATTHALE (BR) THDH, e ivn (Bon) (T bR ERTIEH 50,
& OME X public documents T & - T AR ZREIE &1LV 27200,

1497 I & II Fulgens and Lucrece [Lucres]

ronrezxbny ) =213, EE2RPELTERETZREDA 2 —L—RFThD, 1497 FD
7V A A, BERWDIZHa Ly RUEZFNTWEARL VKEE 7T RAOKRMEE S TRT 72
O, B HNRY—KEHT a - F— b2 (John Morton) 23H H OBl w]4% (Chaplain) ~> U — « X
K 4+ —/ (Henry Medwall) |ZHESE-EHERU I N TS, A ¥ U7 O N3 Bonaccorso da
Montemagno (Bonaccorso of Pistola the Younger) 737 7 G5 CTHEV\/2i@5 De Vera Nobilitate [Z /& 9
DEESITONWT] (1428 4F 5 JEaR ¢.1460, William Caxton |2 & 0 1481 4D DONZEDY, MIEE L
THHERTNS Y,

EHTIER—~DOILEREE TNV AOENL T U —RZ, FRHEHFD 7 Z I =7 A (Flaminius) &
Bz v Y 72 (Cornelius) 23KIFT 2, :R%m@i%ngwaﬁ@%éAtBkﬁwﬁu%
ADRfY a7 (Joan) (ZRET D, 2350 TRV O MR T, FH—HIZ b5 IS b IEAY 72k
NoHSNDZANOBEA, BRABGL, BERHN VN2 IND, LY SERBEMEZRICESL
N7 ) —RFEFL, BEISLIIMRONBBIOEERLE D, BEWIILVY ) —A38FHF DL
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XV TATEHRL, BOoOB N THHH L THEIZR 5727 7 I =20 R 52 RES LW OREMTH S,
BIOH T, aix ) UAREAM BIZZ 9fERT %, “Yet hit happon so / That Lucres come in fyrst
alone, / Go in hand with her anone, / How so ever thou do, / For to fele her mynde toward me, / And by all
meanis possyble to be, / Induce her thereunto.” (169-174) [t L/ 7 V—ZAHMY TL-TL D2 ENDH
T, TSI EFELE > TS, S EARRY HIZE L, MO ~DKEFLE MDD
ZLTRAELTTYS Mk ZEZDOFE~SE O, | U7V LT B I, “Than some token you
must gyve me, / For ellis she wyll not believe me” (175-176) [Zi7a & h [ H ZFEHT 5] GELE <
ZEV, SEnHDh, THITRINVFFELTHLLAEEAND, ] LD, 2R U RITHS
BT Y —=AL ZNEY TREEZHNZEEDOHKRELFES T, BAHTOMER TH OIS EL D
ETDN, BIINAZEEICEEL T, EMRICFEETE 20,
NIV —=RZ&-TC, BIE TR 2329 &350, KEHRAET, @R Eo72<@ELliv, Bb
STHICHD 2 -T, Vv $25, £ Table 1 THIH Lf:lEIF)T“C“E?Jéo
1-14 MIZESTHLETR, oo BIDTT !
RLIRGHY FHA, THRKEBMNTLE LT,
EOmEiR S o T ESVY,
[EKABTIERL] MEETRLMN LAY 2D TT,
72PN AT
COZEEFEN [=arx I UR] B, BRIESFHTOFMRCLIZZDT
BT UL LoDz
HNDEHEEZ - & IKIBATHD, FETSITRLS2TEVD 7,
Z D “letter” 23 TFH] ODETHDLZ LIT—HERARTH Y, FAOPFETIZIZ NP REHEICKIT S [F
M OB TH D, R LERIIFELRY, BRESNIZFE~OSEKTHY, YR2NLHA
TPERLELTOFRBACONDE Z b, DT ORREN, TOZLITHEL TS,
ﬁ%bkLMB%GW)@%E,wﬁU%Xﬁ%ﬂfwék,7?i:7X_ﬁZéEﬁA#?
(BT 5 (316),
1-15 A 4 [=FAN] obRlIcLIALLES, ELHLEL LI,
Theb, HBRIEPBEIZIALLEI ZLITT D50, BATIEINEL,
ELLTHBIFERIED) & !
THUCZ IS, EADLOFREZLTN-oTEY 97—
Zo, EHLIEZLE! DNEoXFET, HRALF->TWVEDIZ,
(BzIc] AR E A, ZOFIZEREPNDLS Lo WEEAD
ETNH LWEEFTERbz g
BBEWLET, E90nBRLIZIN,
:@“Mm”ﬁV$ﬁJ@%T%é’&%%%#ﬁ%ﬁoﬁﬂkiéw FEERICEPNTITT OFH
D, PREADPMRLTLESTZZHOIL, SEINHTETTREY HEITITB DR,
:@%k,W7)%Xﬂfk@%%%@é®t#J%ﬂféﬁﬁAiéz%ﬂﬁwo%hﬁﬂ@ﬂ,
“What ys your owne name, I wolde understonde?” [ZiLTIEH 77z HF DOL/IIMTE WD DD, FH->TE
7wy (345) L ) —RICHlbNT, BEAZLELSEHERBONTWZNE/ES &, 295550
72, “By this lyght, I have forgotten!” 72L&, BN TLE -7 ! |
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NI V—=ALBHEB, VI V—RALEA/HEALORLY LR O~/ ->T, BREBEIED,
BEBIX IR 2R oNT, TNERLELTEWTLE Lo TR 22Ttz é 2
E9, —F, 7I7I=2URIBEAPHFERZONRNZ EEFTE > TE- TV zDny, B
bFRFREER ST, & 2AD, B AIZEOFREHELIZIENY ), EAOAFTBENTLEW,
DWIZILH DA TS Z BV HE R,

HAREY T LR, BHEENDBHEELHEHITITT, O ETHHEEZDZ 81E, T 529 DI
BCThotz, AMEFTL L TTFK 2EHICLZEI0ERRIEIEOREFETHY, T—FHRNELbNT=-
LEDED, HHEEFTONREZZLALTVEY, READEF RO AOBMHICIE, ETHZA
RZEIXTERY, LA [FHK 1L, OB ONRWNELZFLET 2 Sex0&EI 215, 15
BEINTIERNEIES &1F UDBIA, FHFOFBEETITRS, ERSHEORSIEICB I LI
ol l b, ZOWRBRGHIIREL TS EIICEZ S,

EHERLMARTON EIXERELTEELN, ZOLNED THATLE Y, HEELLIERDFNLTY,
FHEIZE > THEERLAEM SN Z bRVt nzny, —F, FRIIBLE2EH72-oTC, BEED
XEAEEDOEETE - RFL, KVEEREREZEFELHINDG L 21Z2D, 22< LTHFRITEE
BN Wb, EBIRFEE L TR IR DD TN,

4, bW

HEHETHO TERDMEONTZON 1497 FD [TV F RN 7 U —Z] 2L WH DL, g
DAIPICEZ 50 b L7, B —RICH 200X, 3 CICERFY o7 0x0 U BT RTHIRN
ROman6lE, mv VTR ey R 2 bR X0V roAesrxA47 ] [To ) 2045
FA TN CFREBITCTHW, WiHOHRMeD D [ATHFARA TIRT A—FT—X] T, Ll -
TAGROIGNE T DL T, A M- RN EZ b5 7, I35 VB THET I Z35iA T
Wz EH O ANIL, BIF CTERBHAWLILHZmM->TWelZAd [(ZArFvRens ) —2]
AENZART—LY, &9 LEEH#ADO—ANTE-T),

L LFHOREICE > TE, FRIZEDLD WL EEWVL D TH o7, YURFO RBITHRTE MK
<, FROFRZZEHD L, ZOVWVEFREZENTHMATEDIENS, RiIT5T N0
oo VAITNBIZELTZOBBIEOL, ESICE) LIERRTH -T2, FHUTHA 7 VEITHOND
NI-BEOREEICH, FHRPH TS 2BDITRAST 20,

— 5T, EFEEICFENEDONLRWEBITINCE 2 b D, EITBERT XL, FliE [EHAN
(ZDOHFT\N 72\ FFEDOZHN (725) 12720 LTI B 2OE 2 8 AN IE(E T 5 72Dk 5 Eifi
LEERT DD, £7 MEAAN) LMD KO REESEEENCIIRSG Ly, T THE) T 8E)
RE, RALDPOMEEBEEAALLEELLREG LT, §9RELEIEA LTI E-STLE
Y. ) LIBEESOBEBIMERETIE, 2200V ERDOELSFR TN E2mab Lok L
TETHERID 220,

OFV, HOIREOHEMS E TR ZTEN > THIH T, BIPF CHREAFM S D iR Tt Tl
Do ELWINARF L AD NFEOWALEZ T T, ¥V T » m—~<{#HBI% D FR N D BIEC T2 G
Wicl &, FRAEEBEBICEDN SRR b T, [T AN T U —R] 13FE ZI2EDH
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Tholmtnx ko,

Z0HE 1520 FRETIE, [FH 2EI DB OLDL LW, TFK] TEHHIRHEY BT
RWHABINE R SIS, £ LT, 1537 4£® Nicholas Udall, Thersities LAMRIZ 72 % &, 582 < DI A
DML LI D, WRRITEDT —Z O EITH 2 &Il b,

P |

URFRD) AR, PRk 25 ~ 27 SR EERL AT SE e Bl 36 (AT JEBh ik e Bh ki) (BRRFSE (C)) T3
EVR Y AEBNC BT 2B FIEE LTO TR BRER S 25370283) OIikz 51 Thahi
HRBERO—HTH D,
1D KHEBIN T2 =A 7 2AETIZBIT B FIEE LTOFR (1) —Z D3R - B RTE— | [
WHE R FALEE A, NS - 4] 97 (2000) : 96, Z D IHFEDFEIRITIR D CERICHL > TV D, AR
Braunmuller, ed., 4 Seventeenth-Century Letter-Book: A Facsimile Edition of Folger MS. V. a. 321 (Newark:
University of Delaware Press, 1983), p. 9.
2) A XV AFMERANIES (VR . AHERT) The Six Pageant in the Towneley Cycle. ([t =
A2 74—V RBIE] EIEK, WEF 62 [1987] 47, p.319 (MEMGEHRGIE] s v. “letter”)
3) Peter Happé ed., English Mystery Plays [A Selection], Penguin Classics (Harmondsworth, Middlessex:
Penguin Books, 1975), p. 667. Note 12 on the same line (1. 124 in the Penguin edition).
4) PAHPEENR [ %Y Al « F o — 2 —siEB ], BERARTF RS, 1998 4, p. 178,
5) Alan H. Nelson ed., The Plays of Henry Medwall (Cambridge: D. S. Brewer, 1980), p. 2; Glynne Wickham
ed., English Moral Interludes, Everyman Library (London: J. M. Dent & Sons, 1976), p. 37.
6) ARTRME EERTORMY [E38] (KIEEEL) Vol 26, No. 1(1997. 1), p. 55.
7) KHEBEN o= A 7 ZAETIZBT 28I FESE LTOFMK (1) 1, pp. 97-98; James T. Svendsen, “The
Letter Device in Euripides and Shakespeare.” In Hartigan, Karelisa V., ed., Legacy of Thespis. University of

Florida Classics, Comparative Drama Conference Papers (Drama Past and Present 4): 75-76.
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