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Abstract: This article primarily deals with Siegfried Kracauer’s Jacques Offenbach and the Paris of His Time, written during
his exile in Paris, as a continuation of my past study of Kracauer’s thought. Although this work has long been considered as
“light reading” and taken lightly, it is being reassessed nowadays. Surveying recent studies, in this article I would like to show
the following three points. First, this work is not motivated by idle curiosity, and with it Kracauer intended to confront Nazism.
Second, Adorno’s famous devastating commentary of this work must actually be said to be utterly wrong. Third, Jacques

Offenbach has many elements that were later developed in Kracauer’s Theory of Film.
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