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Abstract : On the basis of the results of international learning assessments, such as TIMSS and PISA, the following has been
pointed out. Japanese youngsters show relatively high performance scores in science. However, their appreciation for usefulness
of science is considerably poor, especially in the aspect of connection to the human life in real world outside schools.

It is hypothesized that the contents of the curriculum could be one of factors which affect youngsters' appreciation for
usefulness of science. In this paper the contents of science curriculum of primary and lower secondary schools in Finland,
which attracts international attention in respect of consistent high score especially in PISA, were examined from the view of
connection to human life, in comparison with those in Japan.

The examination shows that the science contents in Japan are significantly poor in the view of connection to human life,
compared to Finland. Based on this finding, relation between students' appreciation for usefulness of science and curriculum

contents is discussed, as well as a possible direction to improvement of Japanese science curriculum.

Key Words : Finland, Japan, science curriculum, international learning assessments, appreciation for usefulness,

connection to human life.
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