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Abstract : This research clarifies when elementary school students begin to have hard time in social studies and how we could
improve the situation. First, we specify the units in which many elementary school children have difficulty, based on the anal-
ysis of the papers of university students in two classes in the spring semester, 2013: “Outline of Geography” at Kyoto Univer-
sity of Education and “Outline of Human Geography” (class A) at Kansai University. Second, we explore why elementary
school students have difficulty in school studies and suggest how we could improve our teaching, making reference to previ-
ous studies. Among the units in which they are poor, “Secondary industry” and “Politics” are most notable. In the former, an
introduction of comparative points of view and visualization are effective remedies; in the latter, acquirement of comprehen-

sive understanding of politics in relation with historical and geographical backgrounds.
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