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Abstract : The present study investigated, through a survey of university students, he effects of paternal role within the home
on mother-child cohesion and child’s emotional independence. Sakai’s Father Role Scale (2001) was used to assess direct
effects of paternal role on children and indirect effects as mediated via the mother or entire family.

Analysis of a questionnaire survey given to 377 university students (176 males, 191 females) revealed that paternal interaction
with the mother, a sub-factor of paternal role involvement, had a positive influence on mother-child cohesion, however, little
effect was observed of the paternal role on children’s emotional independence.

As an intermediary variable of the effect of the paternal role, a gender difference was observed regarding mother-child

cohesion. While mother-child cohesion did not affect emotional independence in male children, a positive effect was observed
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for female children’s emotional independence. These findings suggest that paternal role has little direct effect on children’s’
long-term emotional independence but that female children may be indirectly affected by paternal role via mother-child

cohesion.
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