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Abstract : In this paper, focusing on the discourse marker of “Jaa" (“Well then---"), we analyzed episodes of children’s
communication (age: 3-5). In children's discourse, upon hearing others’ thoughts, the use of “Jaa” sometimes leads to
elicitation of mutual agreement within opposing standpoints. Our analysis determined that 3-year-olds seldom use “Jaa" as a
negotiation tool, 4-year-olds-in cases under teacher guidance and not of adversarial involvement-often use janken (scissors-
paper-stone game) to mediate conflicts or disagreements, and 5-year-old infants-even without teacher guidance-are able to
negotiate conditional agreements with each other using “Jaa" . It can be said that “Jaa" plays an extremely important function

in children’s communication. Our findings also suggest a manner of childcare focused on communication among children.
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