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Abstract : The taish-goto is a stringed zither, plucked by way of keys, which Morita Goro (1874-1952) invented in Nagoya
City, Japan, in the first year of the Taisho period (1912). The musical instrument not only gained tremendous popularity in
Japan upon its invention, but was also exported into Asia, where it spread to East, Southeast and South Asian countries. Some
were remodeled according to local preferences and accepted as local instruments. Based on field surveys by three authors, the
purpose of this article is to make case studies in Taiwan, Indonesia, and India to clarify, in part, the process of the spread and

transformation of taisho-goto.
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