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Abstract : Five hundred and eighty one nursery teachers were asked to answer a questionnaire about the violation of play rules
-such as "intentionally getting caught"- by 5-6 year old children in playing tag and hide-and-seek. According to their answers,
such behavior is, even for the older 5 year olds, an everyday occurrence. The results were discussed in the light of two
hypotheses. One concerns the attractiveness of the "It" role; and the other concerns the persistence hypothesis wherein the
emotional underpinnings of emotionally reciprocal relationships seen or experienced in early infancy or toddlers - as activities

such as chasing-and-being chased or hiding-and-searching- persist in 5-6 year old children.
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