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Abstract : After World War II Ikutao Shimizu actively participated in the pacifist movement, his goals were the removal of

U.S. military bases from Japan, the repeal of the U.S. - Japan Security Treaty, and socialization of Japan. His efforts toward the
attainment of his ideals were fraught with setbacks and with the movement against amendment of the U.S. - Japan Security
Treaty in 1960, Shimizu finally became disillusioned with the Japan’s progressive parties, who seemed to set party interests
above all else. He retired from the pacifist movement and reflecting on his political activities, wrote his main work “Modern
Thought”. In this book Shimizu re-questioned the 1930’s and thoroughly criticized the people’s popular front, which was
considered sacrosanct in Japan. Later he would decide to stand in support of the state’s execution of modernization and

gradually became conservative.
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