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Abstract : It has been pointed out that problem-posing is one important element in the learning process of mathematical

modeling.  When the problem of the decreasing number of bluefin was used as teaching material for mathematical modeling,

we analyzed the junior high school students� "problem-posing" ability.  As a result, the students who were able to produce an

appropriate mathematical problem for the given theme accounted for about 20% of the total students, the students who were

able to produce an appropriate mathematical problem requiring a numerical value calculation accounted for about 70%, and

the students who could hardly produce a mathematical problem at all accounted for about 10%.  It is difficult to formulate an

appropriate mathematical problem from a set of given information for students whose learning has mainly focused on

conventional knowledge and skills.  However, it was found that the teacher's appropriate guidance and advice alleviated this

difficulty.
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