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Abstract : In this paper, I examined various aspects of the rice shortage in the United Shan States of Burma while under
Japanese occupation. In the first section-using newly obtained documents from the United Kingdom-the circumstances of the
shortage and commandeerment are examined. In the second section, the actual circumstances of the rice commandeerment
during the Japanese retreat are analyzed based on the memory of Japanese military officers and soldiers.

There were only sixty or seventy thousand people in the Karenni district of South Shan, through which the Japanese army
retreated. Twenty thousand Japanese soldiers and invalids were taking flight and ten thousand of them lingered there, under
continued commandeerment, until the end of the Pacific War. It is not unimaginable that residents suffered heavily under the

Japanese requisitioning.
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