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Abstract : This study aims to examine the significance and effects of small size class as one system of ‘Education with the low
student to teacher ratio’ by three kinds of researches. These researches were done in three classes with more than 35 children
and another three classes with less than 25 children of 3™ grade of primary schools. These researches are participatory field
work, questionnaires to children and their parents, and interview of classroom teachers. The following findings were gained by
the analysis of these researches. 1) Busy condition of classroom teacher is in proportion to the number of children of the class.
ii) It is possible for the middle aged teachers to change the teaching methods according to the class size within around 10 chil-

dren gap. And they understand that it is not difficult to teach children in a big class. iii) Big classes are evaluated higher than
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small classes in the understanding of lesson and the satisfaction of school life by children and parents in questionnaire. There-
fore the significance and effects of small class are recognized for the improvement of teachers working and it is suggested that

the school autonomy to decide the class size is necessary.

Key Words : Education with the low student to teacher ratio, Small size class, Class structure, Participatory field work
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