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Why Do Indian Musicians Admire Miraj Tampuras ?

Some Reports on Traditional Artisans Making Musical Instruments in Northern India
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Abstract : The string instrument 'tampura’, with a long neck and a hemispherical body made of gourd, is one of the most
popular instruments for North Indian classical music and is used to play only drones as an accompanying instrument for
soloists. Itis believed that Miraj tampuras have the best quality in the world among musicians and music lovers, but it is hardly
known to them how and why they do. Miraj is name of the small city in Maharashtra district of West India, where they grow
gourds of good quality. This article treats some considerations on the reasons why Indian Musicians admire Miraj tampiras so

much, with cultural and historical backgrounds of the artisans of Miraj.
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