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Abstract : In this paper we aimed at clarifying processes which might facilitate the acquisition of sign language as a means of
augumentative and alternative communication (AAC) for children with delayed language development. We examined the results
of the intervention program which we prepared for this study with five children with deficit of language development.

We found four properties of sign language which may facilitate the acquisition among those children.They are body contact
(contact of hand and body) , higher iconicity, symmetry, and signing within the visual field. We suggested that formation of body
image plays an important role in the acquisition of signs among severely retarded children. Efficiency of methodology such as
operant approach or incidential teaching in naturalistic setting as a function of severity of mental retardation was disscussed.
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