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Abstract: The purpose of this study was to determine the “housing expense” portion of
“necessary living expenses” of the urban home-owning working class, and to clarify the char-
acteristics of this spending behavior.

A functional relation Y=f (xi, zj) was postulated between “housing expense (Y) ” and the
various factors that are assumed to play a role in the conscious decision to spend, and multi-
ple regression analysis was performed. xi represents socio—economic factors pertaining to in-
come, household and housing, and zj represents expenditure factors related to household fi-
nance. In this study, xi was regarded as a control variable and, in particular, the analysis of
its relationship to zj was taken into consideration.

We found that this social class, in spite of belonging to the more highly paid strata of the

working class, had a heavy burden of land and housing loan repayment. Because of this, mem-
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bers of this group reduced expenditure for secondary wants, such as education, entertainment,
and “other expenditures.” Moreover, it was found that expenditures for necessities and semi-

necessities for daily living were in conflict with “housing expense” expenditure.

key words: consumers’ behavior, housing expense, multiple regression analysis, own-

ed house, working class
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