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Abstract: This paper reports on the development of child’s causal reasoning. For this
purpose, the picture book titled {The Big Turnip) was read to children aged three to five.
They were asked to answer some questions after hearing the story.

These results showed that half of children at three-year class (M=48.7, o =3.5) answered
that the mouse was the strongest one and the only contributor for pulling out the big turnip.
Judging from what they said, they responded based on the principles of time priority and
contiguity. Older children could deduce the strongest one based on the cues of body size and
sex, and could also recognize the potential accumulation of all forces as the cause for pulling
out the turnip. These results suggest that the developmental shift occurs among four- and

five-year-olds.
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