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Abstract: beginning in 1994, home economics is a required subject for all high school
students. This paper describes conditions and problems encontered by all-male and male
dominated schools in implementing this requirement.

More schools include home economics in seikatsu-ippan than in katei-ippan or seikatsu-
gijutsu. Many schools give four credits for home economics, but half of them allow the sub-

stitution of subjects like physical education and vocational education for two of these credits.
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Moreover, many private schools lack sufficient equipment and depend on part-time instruc-
tors for all home economics classes. Schools recognize the importance of home economics in
caracter formation, but progress in the establishment of their programs is being deplayed by

the high cost of equipment and difficulty in organizing curricula.

Key Words: home economics as a compulsory subject in high school, beginning

preparation, boys’ high schools, male-oriented high schools
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