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Abstract : Almost all vocal music curricula in teacher training colleges in Japan are
organized on the basis of solo teaching. Many universities may have group lessons as
a teaching form because of the teacher-student ratio, but their original aim is to have
private lessons. The author, with due respect to the importance of private lessons, has
doubts about the effectiveness of the curricula with disproportionate emphasis on them,
and started the Kyoto University of Education Ensemble Seminar in 1975 with the convic-
tion that ensemble would cultivate students’ musical ability. More than 60 students
have graduated from the seminar in the past 16 years. This time I gave them a ques-
tionnaire asking how their past experience in ensemble has influenced them. At the
same time I gave a similar questionnaire to about 100 vocal music teachers in teacher
training colleges in Japan, and asked about their views towards ensemble. This paper
summarizes the findings and is a continuation of the paper with the same
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title which appeared in the Bulletin of Kyoto University of Educastion, Ser.A,NoT79.
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