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Abstract ©: Modern Japanese art is, to a great extent, indebted to the West. Since the
Meiji era young Japanese painters have pursued trends set by their Western counterparts.
There exists, however, an aspect in Japan's art history which has been overlooked; that
of spreading art to colonies such as Taiwan and Korea, which existed within the
Japanese imperialist régime.

I should like to focus on two highly important Japanese artists, whose influence and
instruction helped form the modern Taiwanese art movement. The first is Kin'ichird
Ishikawa who, in spite of having a reputation as one of the outstanding early Meiji

watercolour painters, is not recognized here in Japan for the role he played in Taiwan.
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The other, Tého Shiotsuki, is not numbered amongst the famous modern Japanese artists.
These two, working at almost the same time, were the first foreign teachers to provide
Taiwan with genuine art education in a Western style. Many Taiwanese were deeply
influenced by their two very contrasting styles; one a gentle British type watercolour
painter, and the other a wild Fauvistic oil painter. 1 hope to illuminate the obscured
achievements of these two men, and then to discuss the complex issue of modern

Japanese art and the colonial scene.
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