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Abstract : With regard to the influence of the West on modern Japanese art, it is
often said that Japan tried to assimilate Huropean civilization and, at the same time,
also attempted to make the two coexist. The fusion of these two cultures, however,
was not easy so that in the field of painting there is no doubt that these dual in-
fluences presented contradictions to Japanese artists; and young artists were to be
plagued with problems of a different nature. Tetsugoro Yorozu was one of the most
unique painters of the young generation before World War I. Although he did not
study in Paris, he earnestly pursued both Cubism and Fauvism at the earliest stage
of their influence in Japan. The kind of logical analysis of space or intellectual
plastic concept that are characteristic of Cubism are aspeets that, traditionally, the
Japanese have found difficult. Thus its direet influence on Japanese artists was
small. The faet that Tetsugoro Yorozu tried to digest both these revolutionary ten-
dencies is quite extraordinary. In his pictures, especially the series of self-portraits,
we can observe a supreme struggle and eccentric farce, which serve as an escape from

outer authority and from his inner self.
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