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Abstract: This is the study of the tea-making songs of Shiga prefecture. The songs
are examined in terms of the characteristic of the transmission, contents and region
as a work song, and then compared the songs of Kyoto.

The lesser varieties of songs are found in Shiga than Kyoto, and the songs for
the work such as selecting leaves or finishing are not found in shiga, because the final
processing of tea-making is not done.

It became clear that a transmission of work songs is related not only to musical
styles but also a way of the manufacturing whieh support the people’s lives. When a
content is directly related to a work, a type of a work determines contents of song
texts, which is also true to the tea-making songs of Kyoto.

Some of the contents of the song texts differ from these of Kyoto, and the contents
as well as the way of using vocabularies differ even whthin the prefecture.

A regional characteristies of song texts will he a significant clue for understanding
a transmission and diffusion of folk songs.

Key Words: tea-making song, folk song, transmission, song text, regional charac-
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