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Ambivalence in the Art of Harue Koga:

On the Human Boby behind the Painting

Giichi NAKAMURA

Received September 30, 1986

Abstract : Harue Koga was not merely one of the major surrealist painters in Japan
during the early Showa years, but also one of its most unique poets. It is widely
known that at one stage he wrote a number of poems which have the same titles
with those of his paintings, and these years closely correspond with the period of two
contrasting styles in his paintings: one lyrical and fantastic, the other mechanical and
surrealistic. This simultaneous paralleling in his painting and poetry shows the artist’s
efforts to establish an interdependency, or equilibrium, between two conflicting tenden-
cies: visual art against verbal expression, lyricism against intellectualism, water colour
against oil, and provincial country life as against modern city life—that is to say, an
ambivalence within the artist’s mind. It is ironic to note that these unique surrealistic
paintings were the product of the breakdown of a happily equilibrated state of mind.
I shall focus upon this idea in this paper.

Key Word : History of modern art in Japan: Surrealism : Harue Koga.
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