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Abstract In the present study, the validity of the so-called “twice-application method”
of Koch’s Baumtest (Tree-Drawing Test) was investigated. As a result, it was verified
that this twice-application method brought a very significant personality diagnosis with
special reference to the clinical groups, which had antisocial and asocial behavior
disorders. In the case-study research, this fact was verified.
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SUMMARY

The purpose of the present study was to investigate the correspondence (or coincidence) ratio of the
Koch’s Baumtest (Tree-Drawing Test) in the so-called “twice-application method”, and to give the sug-
gestive data of the implications that the “twice-application method” of this test is relatively more effec-
tive in the clinical groups of subjects in comparison to the normal groups.

To each subject of the clinical groups with various psychological or psychiatric symptoms, the Baum-
test was first applied at the intake session. After the first application of this session, each subject was
taken into short time interview or psychological testing on the basis of the hypothetical judgement of
case-worker (, psychiatric doctor, or psychologist). And finally each subject was again required to draw
another tree different from the first time.

To each subject of the normal groups who was mainly school or kindergarden child, this Baumtest
was usually administered at the begining and the end of class room lesson.

The data thus collected were checked using the check-items of the Baumtest Tabulation Sheet devised
by our research members, and were compared between the normal and the clinical groups of subjects
above mentioned.

The main results were as follows:

1. The correspondence (or coincidence) ratios of the checked items in the “twice-application method”
were, as a whole, in the range of 60% to 80%, alothough they were relatively higher in the normal
groups than in the clinical groups.

2. The correspondence (or coincidence) ratios calculated in each of the checked items were also dif-
ferent between the normal and the clinical groups, and the lower correspondence (or coincidence) ratios
were relatively found more in the clinical groups than in the normal groups. This fact seemed to sug-
gest that, with special reference to the drawing patterns of tree in the clinical groups, the necessity or
the effectiveness of the “twice-application method” is to be emphasized.

3. According to the data of the ten-times-application method of the Baumtest from the same subjects,
it was found that the ratio of the numbers of newly checked items rose with the lapse of the number
of times. But, at the same time, it was found that the rising-ratio above mentioned was very domi-
nant (or obviously distinctive) from the first time to the second time. From this fact, it was found that
the number of times of the relatively valid application of this Baumtest to various subjects and, at the
same time, taking into consideration of elimination of psychological over-charge (or over-load) of the
subjects, seemed to be “twice”.

4. From the case-study approach, it was also found that the above mentioned suggestion of the “twice-
application method” of this test was, so far as the present study showed, relatively more valid and ac-
curate method from the point of view of more reliable psychodiagnosis.
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