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Summary

The word “intelligentsia” is used commonly throughout the world in various senses.
We might consider the original meaning of intelligentsia by tracing back to the origin
of the phenomenon to which it refers. Significantly the word ‘“intelligentsia” was used
first by P. D. Boborykin in Russia in the 1860’s. As a result, it is a Russian term
peculiar to a certain epoch and a certain society (Russia). We will investigate the
meaning of intelligentsia in terms of its original referent, i.e. the Russian intelligent-
sia and the social environment in which it grew up.

While scholars have differing definitions of intelligentsia, we can find a common
element among them. This is the element of intelligence or knowledge, without which
the intelligentsia could not exist. Our primary task is to know when and how knowl-
edge was introduced into Russia in large proportions. Next is to make clear how the
knowledge introduced became necessary for the society; how it became the tool by
which thinkers and revolutionaries could criticize or revolt against the existing order.

The process of the introduction of knowledge into Russia, its spread, its democ-
ratization among people and the increasing consciousness among the intellectuals of
their responsibilities for society or the masses, passed through the following stages:
1) The Europeanization of Russia by Peter the Great. 2) The Napoleonic wars. 3)
The emancipation of the serfs. 4) The development of capitalism.

Russia after Peter was much affected by Europe and changed not only in the
ways of daily life, but in the sphere of knowledge. Russians were intoxicated with
the European atmosphere. This tendency changed after the Napoleonic wars, which

stimulated and strengthened the national consciousness. Moscow became the center of
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the newly-born nationalism, to which its university sought to give an adequate phi-
losophy. This new Moscovite philosophy became known as Slavophilism. On the other
hand, gradually another trend of thought appeared which wanted to enrich Russian
culture by the achievements of Western Europe. It was called Westernism. The Slavo-
phils and the Westernizers, though opposed to each other, were common products of
the Europeanization of Russia beginning with Peter and the Napoleonic wars, and
both had in common the desire to redeem humanity. The Western ideas absorbed by
the intellectuals were not mere ideas for them, but more, arms with which they could
criticize the serf system.

Ivanov-Razumnik pointed out the “common idea” as one of several elements charac-
teristic of the Russian intelligentsia. Individual intellectuals found social solidarity
through the common idea, and formed the intelligentsia amongst themselves. The com-
mon idea arising from knowledge brought about criticism of the régime, and led to
“common action.” Common action, i.e. bitter criticism, social movements, struggle
against the régime, was inevitably attended by the oppression of the tsarist govern-
ment. Therefore, the history of the Russian intelligentsia is called “the history of
Martyrdom.”

The development of capitalism shook serfdom to the foundations. As a result, the
tsarist government could not avoid issuing the Emancipation Edict, which in its turn
further stimulated the development of capitalism. As capitalism developed, it created
a demand for many sorts of professions not found before; professions belonging to the
intelligentsia, i.e. officials, doctors, teachers e‘c. The representatives of the Russian in-
telligentsia at this stage came predominantly from the raznochintsy. The Russian
intelligentsia had consisted at first of persons from the nobility. Later more and more
persons not of the nobility (raznochintsy) joined their ranks.

The stages in the appearance of the raznochintsy may be seen as follows: 1) The
gradual development of capitalism under rigid serfdom and the resultant contradic-
tions. 2) The process of differentiation within classes, especially within the nobility.
3) The spread of education and the expansion of the network of educational facilities
due to the demand by the state and society for highly-educated people. 4) The Table
of Ranks starting with Peter the Great, and the right for officials having a record of
many years' service to receive ‘“hereditary nobility.”

An important element of the intelligentsia, as Ivanov-Razumnik remarked, is the
non-estate character, the non-class character. To be sure, the early Russian intelligent-
sia consisted of the nobility, but the interests of nobility gave way to the common
idea. The increase in the proportion of raznochintsy in the intelligentsia, i.e. the shift
from the nobility to the raznochintsy elements in the Russian intelligentsia, was one
of the characteristics of social change in Russia from the 18th century through the mid-
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19th century.
Examples of the raznochintsy are seen in Lomonosov, Polevoy ,Koltsov, Nechaev,

Belinsky, Dostoevsky, Petrashevsky, Dobrolyubov, Chernyshevsky, Chekhov and
Gorky etc.
In the 1860’s the term ‘‘raznochintsy” had already acquired not only a social,

but also a political sense, and it became synonymous with the word ‘“democrats.”



