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Summary

This experiment was undertaken as a preliminary one to investigate the genetic
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mechanism of the neonatal behavior. Seven newborns in the state of alert-inactivity
were observed under the following experimental situations. They ranged in age from
one hour to sixty-four hours.

1) Visual pursuit—A red ring was hung in the visual field of the newborn and
moved slowly in a horizontal direction.

2) Habituation—Two different electric metronomes were used as visual-acoustic
stimuli. The procedure was to stimulate the newborn with a repetitive presenting of
the one and present the other.

3) Co-action—A model opened her mouth in the face of the newborn several times
in a trial and put out her tongue in the same way from sixth trial.

The findings are as follows.

Visual pursuit was observed on even a one-hour newborn. Habituation was ob-
served on a twenty-hour newborn and at this age a novel stimulus seemed to be dis-
criminated from the former one. As for co-action fifty-three and sixty-four hour
newborns showed such a clear behavior. These findings suggest newborns have higher
capability than we thought.
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