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SUMMARY

We carried out a cross-cultural survey on play and work activities of Indonesian and
Japanese school children with the cooperation of Indonesian and Japanese psychologists so as
to grasp children’s ordinary life in both countries. We expected that this research would
provide us with better understanding of their cognitive development.

For that purpose we constructed a questionaire which included yesterday’s timetable and
such questions as what, when, how long, where and with whom they played, worked (or helped)
and studied after school on the previous day. Subjects were chiefly primary school children.

We obtained comparable data in Indonesia (Yogyakarta) and in Japan (Kyoto). As for
play activities, it has been found that there are many similar plays in both countries, some
of which are, however, declining in Japan. Besides the social and environmental conditions for
children to play in Indonesia are likely to be better than in Japan. As for work (or helping) at
home, it seems that Indonesian children work and help much more for their family than Japan-
ese. Indonesian children appear to have their own work role in their homes and society, while

Japanese children live an easier life and have none.
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