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Summary

The technical knowledge of the railway had been introduced to Japan about 1850. Such manuscripts and
other materials, by which Japanese people could get the knowledge about the railway and its technique, were
very rare, because the government had prohibitted to go abroad and to read the foreign books, except Dutch
one. Ithasa good reason that we had a few books, which were published to inform the railway and its technique.

Here the auther select the publications and other materials for these purpose.

(i) “Hyoryuki” A narrative of Japanese adrift on Pacific ocean, one is Manjiro Nakahama and the other
Joseph Hikozo. They were rescued by American ships, and retured to Japan after several years. As for the
date of returning Manijiro’s was 1851, and a date of Hikozo was 1859. We can find the description about
railway in each books, especially Hikozo got the nationality of U.S.A., so the figures in this narrative serve
as a good refference. As I suppose, he would carry the prohibitted books.

(ii) The technical book, which were published after translation into Japanese from foreign books, have
some figures of locomotive. In detail they have some mistake, but the figure are the latest locomotive of Great
Britain and U.S.A.

(ili) There were four models of locomotive and carriages which were brought from abroad. The models
which were brought by Perry of U.S.A., were accurate and their size was 1 : 4, made by Norris Works of
Philadelphia established in 1832. This model was supposed to become a very good referrence to many people
of the upper ranks.

These manuscripts and models had a great effect on the technical knowledge of railway. And how was
the influence after the new government established in 1868. (continue).



