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Summary

In previous studies of the children with elective mutism, the methods of approach to this symptom
were mainly dependent upon the modes of behaviors without vocal expressions by these children.
Because, up to date, none of the vocal expressions or speech by these children in the group situations
such as in the class room situations were generally obtained, studies of such children which depended
upon the products by themselves have not been observed. If there has been any of such studies,
generally speaking, they have mainly depended at best upon the informations from the interview with
the parents (or the rearers) of the children, social workers, the overt behaviors during the process of
therapy, or so.

The present study, therefore, attempted to gain the products by such children themselves, to specify
the genetic mechanisms of this symptom, and to relate these products to the prognosis of the children
with this symptom.

For such purposes, the applications of some of the representative projective techniques, namely Koch’s
Baumtest and Rosenzweig’s Picture-Frustration Study, to these children seemed to be very adequate,
because it was not necessary to express vocally the responses to these tests by themselves.

In line with these purposes, the responses to the two tests by such psychogenic mute children could
be obtained.  Generally speaking, the two tests were applicable to the children with psychogenic
elective mutism, and were clinically and predjctably valid.

The main results with special reference to prognosis of the children with psychogenic elective
mutism were as follows:

(i) The modes (or types) of the expressions (or drawings) of the tree (der Baum) by the children
with elective mutism positively relate to goodness, fairly goodness, and unchageableness of
prognosis.

(ii) The modes (or types) of reactions to such frustration situations as represented by the P-F
Study by the children with elective mutism also positively relate to the degrees of prognosis.

(iii) So far as concerned with the present study, it seems to be premature to conclude that the
genetic mechanisms (or the psychodynamic mechanisms) of elective mutism are able to be adequate-

ly specified by these tests.
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