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Summary

Among the several scholars belong to the so-called Kogaku school, Sorai-gaku had
unique methods of study in the Japanese Confucianism, particulary in the viewpoint
of moral theory. In this article, the writer argued the peculiarity of the moral
theory in Sorai-gaku, in comparison with Yamaga Soko, Ito Jinsai, and so on, about
the following problems.

(1) Methods of Sorai-gaku

(2) Understanding the inner morality as the objective things or facts
(8) Theory of “the vitality”

(4) On the inate nature

(5) Belief in Heaven

A peculiarity of the methods of Sorai-gaku as Confucianism, were brought from
the study on the meanings of the ancient Chinese words. Ogyu Sorai limited the
authority of “Way” within the limits of the six classics and the facts or things of
culture recorded as the rites, music and techniques of government, in the ancient age
of China. He named the way expressed the ancient words in those classics, “the
way of the ancient Sage-Kings”. These methods of study were similar seemingly
to Yamaga Soko and Ito Jinsai. But Ogyu Sorai was self-conceited consistently his
originality on the knowledge of understanding the meaning of ancient words, and
scorned Ito Jinsai in this field.

The so-called Kogaku-school started commonly from the criticism or the denial of
the reasonal system of the Sung Philosophy. Ogyu Sorai denied the being of Rea-
son(Li) aparted from the things or facts within the world of classics, and scorned
metaphysical concepts. He advocated that Reason(Li) was an obsolete word, in the
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same as Ito Jinsai. To the contrary, human beings and the Heaven are living.
Therefore, the vivid moral must be authorized only in the things and facts, built
by the ancient Sages. He thought, that the system of Reason(Li), especially cons-
tructed by Sung-philosophers, stifle the vigorous life. He regarded all pursuit of
Reason as of meaningless or injurious. He dealt with all inner morality as the
external appearance upon the things and fact. From this point of view, Sorai-gaku
stood on a sort of vitalism, and its peculiarity was in the operation that human
activity set on the activity of Heaven and the ancient Sages.

In Sorai-gaku, all human beings are vital, and individual being is individually
absolute and peculiar, because the inate nature of man is originated in Heaven.
The inate nature is without a change. This assertion was truly exceptional in
Confucianism, and as a theory of human nature and of education, this theory was
sufficiently interesting and shine. But “individuality” in Sorai-gaku was different
from that of modern ethics. Each individuality was nearly the same of instrument
in techniques of government. In his theory, principle of universality in the mean-
ing of modern society was indistinct. Bases of universality which connect each
individuality, in Sorai-gaku, were Heaven and instinctive sociability.

In the result, the way of man, was in the belief in Heaven. It was similar that
of belief in Buddhism and the belief in Chu Hsi of Yamazaki Ansai, who was scor-
ned by all Kogaku scholars, of course, by Ogyu Sorai. Methods of Sorai-gaku
seemed at a glance, a sort of positivism, empiricism, and relativism. But it was after
all led into a sort of transcendentalism and idealism. In this meaning, Sorai-gaku
could not get over the traditional methods of Confucianism.



